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Clifthanger

Mother Nature intervenes
during the renovation of a hillside garden
TEXT BY AMME O'BRIEM m PHOTOGRAPHY BY CHARLES MARM

Cpposite: Copper Mowntain bovlders serve as the foundotion  seasonally bring coler and lexlure to the soulh-facing deck,

for & peelaide wetortall ot the home of Bill ond Koren Abowve: A E-Mni-h]r-?-iml handerafled Menican tile mural
Clamants, Petbed annuali that the hameownar chonges out  cdorns an sutdeor palie wall,
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IWING O A NEW HOME AFTER -'id- VCArs
| BN in the Encaneo-Palmerolt Historie Lis-
| b ‘r‘j‘: trect affered Karen and Bill Clements a
| i" M At I change of environment and the chance
b B ,-‘/ \ o enpoy a chifferent kind of plant palette.
| They lefe behind cirras trees, oses, and
| Y | | the traditional fower beds of the city for
aed | ndmmatic desert convon propetty in the
Ll Phoenix Mountain Precerve.
For Karen, wha says she wsedd 1o view Scach™ and “ganden” as
mutualy exchustee terms, the idea of creating a drought-tolerant
garden took a little petting used to, Bug landscape archirect Gireg
Trutra, who had Jh_'\i!:ng\:i the n|u|1|.¢"w. prvious :-':m]. convinced
her oo combine clements from the dessrt with Mediterranean-
mithe noed '.'rl_l,q'r:nirm "[-rl,';.: |‘||'|.|1I:'|:|. us uncerstand the I:I|.'.4.1:l:|- il
thiedesert,” Kamen Ri¥5, *“Withowt his infloence and thart LI!-:II:I:.'HHI'
den clab, 1 just would have put in _!,;rlhh._

When Trutes first saw the steep hillside propenty, it was plane-
el with |!u||||| LFEEs, |H|I..H.:ti|‘|‘-'i|||.u.'\.. andd shrubs manicered 1nta
unnatural shapes. The frone and back patios lacked gpace and
necded o be expanded and enhanced, The lindscape anchitect
envisionerd a “precipice garden overlooking the Valley, carved out
3f the meountain with the drama of a sheer cliff rising behmad it."
And he saw DppOrtun ities to create theme Ear lens I:|:|rrn|.'§|1-.|ul the
PIOPCITY.

As the new Landsca pe hr.'__g.;l,n o ke '-.|'|.1p-.-. however, a lancehile
broughe work oo a halt, “Even though the hallside lkaoks morolith-
b, warer seeps inve the mock,” explains Bill “And ooo much min
iisn :4, .]I.l_' ||'\.u|,.||||.:;'| l_lll].ll'nr - .'I.l!l 1":|.'||'Ii‘1"':1l\.:'¢' i‘ll.'r'l'l:l: .|.|i:m'n:| r|1.|:
i'.||!-|:||q,' £ .IH_' :'-l_"\.[-uf;l'. :||fl||||.:5|l. drive “'J._-r Fh.'l'-l’.'l."\. had to be
feimoved s 1h4,-_-.- woaldn't be gmunl inro p_m'l.'t'l under traccdr
tresds. A G-foor retaining wall was consomiceed o hobd back th
hillsicle before the pavers were re-laid

T | PHOEMX HOME & GARDEN m ALGLUST 2005 1 4 .

ms




T
This phote: Rocks that fell from -
the Phoonix Mountain Preserve
during renovation laber were
incorpormted oround the perime-
ter of the peol. Plonting areos
then were integrabed behind the
water Feoture after twe land
slides cloarod the woy for the
unplonned garden beds, Gerani
ums of loft bloom within the
curve of the farmaer hot tub.
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Above: & view from the rock
waterfall boward the back
praths reveals the extensive
stonework and plant material
af the garden, Under the cov-
ered patio, ouldeor furniture
provides a comfortable ploce
ta erjoy views aof the Phaanix
skyline. Opposite top and
bottom: Clive and flowering
poar trees shade the enfrance
patio, where ogaves, white
Lady Banks® roses and privet
thrive. & crcular windew in a
It weall is cecenbed with
wrought iron.

FT 2005

onated by the moantaln
e driveway walls, wh
ect begun by the proor
re used po edge the pool and ereate planting pock

ercle and brittlebush blend wit v beel
antana and orange jubiles fucked behind the waterll
The enlar now provides a quiet spot for reladng,
*haenix skyline, Cirange and
ul backdrop for large

custom-made stone E:llll". that dot the ._gn1|.||1|.|-..
"5it|:m_|_.: lere ar sunset, ]E:tt'n:ng t the warerfall, and |L'|-:|1:in§_'_||p

At the moarntaan 1% wonders . Hall,

In only two years, the cou ecliterranean precipice garden

has become an intimarcly knds J-Li:-L'|| theater fooan which to enjoy
the drmma of the naturad surroundings. El

ppowrce Craenale,




SAGE ADVICE

® For instont gn:ll ification, go with
conbainers, Korern advises. She
chonges hers out seasonally,

*They' re quick and sosy.”

= ‘When it comes to rl-vng-tn'ting, ki
patient. “"Crer time, your garden will
look as though it hos been there foe-
over,” ke nates

® “Dan't b averly altachad ba whal's
existing,” odvises londssope erchibect
Greg Trutza, “The most successhul
projects are those where you think
out of the box. and rethink elements
that no longer serve the overcll goal.”
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